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CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 
 

March 17, 2005 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Commissioners White, Fedora, Davis Hooton, and 
Reynolds. 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Chairman Shafer & Commissioner Nichols. 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: None. 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF PRESENT: Staff Planners Prochazka, 
Reeves, Boyer, and Hitchcock, Senior Staff Planner Fletcher, Development Coordinator 
George, Planning & Development Services Director Dunn, Graduate Civil Engineer 
Cotter, and Staff Assistant Lindgren. 
 
OTHER CITY STAFF PRESENT:  First Assistant City Attorney Nemcik. 
 
6. Public hearing, presentation, discussion, and possible action on a Conditional Use 

Permit - Use & Site for a Stealth Telecommunications Tower consisting of  
approximatly 3.175 acres at 903 Krenek Tap, generally located on the north side 
of Krenek Tap Road just east of Dartmouth Drive.  Case #04-188 (JR) 

 
Commissioner Davis recluses himself from this discussion. 

 
Jennifer Reeves, Staff Planner, stated the applicant requested a conditional use 
permit for a stealth communications towers.  The tower will be designed as an 80 
foot flagpole approximately 150 feet from the front property line.  This item was 
unanimously denied by the Commission and the City Council in April 2004.  At 
the time there were concerns of the proximity of the tower to Krenek Tap Road 
and concerns with the property in its current context and the majority of the 
existing property being undeveloped.  There were also concerns that the applicant 
had not exhausted alternatives in the search ring that was presented with the 
application.  Since that time the applicant has been in contact with 11 other 
potential sites that are located within the search ring.  The applicant has provided 
certified letters to the property owners, none have expressed in the cell tower 
proposal.  Reeves stated that the current property is currently zoned R-4 Multi-
family and developed as a single family residence.  The property to the West is 
zoned R-4 Multi-family and is undeveloped.  However, the next property is 
currently under construction as a retirement project.  To the South, across Krenek 
Tap Road is undeveloped Single-family.  To the North is R-3 Townhouse 



developed as Townhouse and Duplex.  To the East is R-4 Multi-family developed 
as Condominiums.  Staff feels that the applicant has exhausted all other 
alternatives and recommends approval for this request. 

 
Brock Bailey, Attorney for Sprint, 500 N. Ackard, Suite #400, Dallas, Texas.  Mr. 
Bailey presented a proposal on PowerPoint for the Commission.  Mr. Bailey 
stated at this time he would answer any questions that the Commission may have.   
 
Commissioner Fedora asked if the flagpole will be lit up at night in any way.  Mr. 
Bailey stated that Federal Regulations require that an American Flag have a light 
shining on it if it will be up at night, so yes the flag will have a light shining up at 
it.  Commissioner Fedora asked who will maintain the site.  Mr. Brock stated that 
Sprint is responsible for maintaining the compound.  Sprint will also be irrigating 
the vegetation and maintaining the vegetation.  Commissioner Fedora asked if 
Sprint had considered using the existing driveway and possibly upgrading the 
existing driveway to avoid a new driveway cut.  Mr. Brock stated that the problem 
with the existing driveway is that it would utilize more of Mr. Wright’s land than 
he is willing to lease. 
 
Dr. Arthur Wright, 1008 Holt, College Station, Texas.  Dr. Wright stated that the 
driveway is to be called a service entrance and should only be used as a service 
entrance to maintain the site and for any emergencies. 
 
Commissioner Reynolds asked if the ring was approximately 1500 feet in 
diameter.  Mr. Brock stated that the ring was approximately 2/10 of a mile.  
Commissioner Reynolds asked how much flexibility the search ring had.  Mr. 
Brock stated that if towers are too close that it causes confusion with the radio 
frequency emissions.  Commissioner Reynolds asked if it was typical that Sprint 
could only project out about 18 months for what their service coverage would be.   
 
Pat Towery, 164 Custers Court, Conroe, Texas.  Ms. Towery stated that 18 
months is about as far as Sprint can go.  Ms. Towery stated that the subscriber 
base is what cannot be determined past 18 months.  Commissioner Reynolds 
asked about the process of considering consolidation options.  Ms. Towery stated 
that Sprint has a friendly site database; this database has all carriers, T Mobiles, 
AT&T Cingulars, and Spectra Site Management.  Sprint has master lease 
agreements with all the carriers.  One reason why Sprint would go on a co-
location before a raw land site is because lease terms are already set in stone, 
Sprint knows how much rent costs are, construction costs are less, do not have to 
worry about access easements, do not have to worry about title or state historical 
preservation issues.  The search rings are put through the friendly site database 
first.  If the sites do not come up in the initial scrub on the friendly site database 
and that is when individuals are used to drive the field and if a site is out there that 
is not in the friendly site  database it is logged.   
 



Commissioner Hooton stated that it is not clear to her why Sprint cannot project 
out more than two years.  Ms. Towery stated that it is not possible for Sprint to 
determine the City’s growth patterns as far as the city, what the most difficult 
problem is the subscriber base.  Ms. Towery states that there is no way to 
determine how many Sprint customers will be lost or gained in the area.  
Projections are done based on current use and what Sprint thinks will be out there 
in the future.  Ms. Towery also stated that there are too many unknown factors 
and it makes it difficult for any carrier to project out past two years.  
Commissioner Hooton asked why the confidentiality.  Mr. Bailey stated that it is a 
highly competitive market.  Mr. Bailey also states that what was given to the 
commission shows where good coverage is and where there are problems.   

 
Commissioner Hooton asked how this meets with public information.  First City 
Attorney Nemcik stated that anything that comes into our possession becomes 
public and if an open records request were made then Sprint would get a notice 
that a request had been made and they would have the opportunity to object to its 
release. 
 
Commissioner White asked about the negative response letter received.  Mr. 
Bailey stated that he turned in all letters and that out of 18 people they sent letters 
to that they received approximately 6 no interest letters.  Commissioner White 
asked who would be the responsible party to maintain the flag in a proper 
condition.  Mr. Bailey stated that Sprint would be responsible for the maintenance 
of the flag.  Ms. Towery stated that Sprint has a technician that lives in College 
Station and he is responsible for maintaining the flags at all of their sites. 

 
Commissioner Fedora motioned to approve.  Commissioner Hooton 
seconded the motion, motion passed (5-0). 

 
 


