
PROPOSED DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE 
BRAZOS VALLEY TRANSPORTATION SUMMIT MARCH 23-24, 2005 

 
 
This proposed draft Agenda for the Brazos Valley Transportation Summit, March 23-24, 2005 is 
based on the “Discussion of Agenda for Brazos Valley Transportation Summit, March 23-24, 2005” 
presented to Glenn Brown, Ken Fogle, Mark Smith and Troy Rother by Stan Lynch and John Blain on 
October 19, 2004.  Suggestions contained in E-mail and telephone conversations between Stan 
Lynch and Ken Fogle have also been incorporated into the Proposed Draft Agenda. 
 
 
Wednesday, March 23, 2004 
 
 
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Registration 
 
1:00 – 1:45 p.m.  Welcoming and Opening General Session 
 

Ron Silvia, Mayor, City of College Station (Moderator) 
The welcoming and opening general session should be utilized to introduce the Summit theme, 
sponsors of the summit and emphasize the need for prioritization of Transportation as a 
Federal and State legislative issue. 
 
The State of Texas Legislature will be in session at the time of the summit.  The U.S. Congress 
will either have passed the TEA-21 Reauthorization and presented it to the President for his 
signature or passed interim legislation to allow transportation funds to continue to be 
distributed to the states pending passage of the reauthorization. 
 
Both the State and Federal funding legislative issues being considered along with other 
transportation legislative issues should be discussed at this session by Congressional and 
State Legislative elected officials.   
 
* State Senators:  Steve Ogden , Kenneth Ambrister 
* State Representatives: Mike Krusee, Fred Brown, Lois Kolkhorst, Robert Cook, Jim 

Dunnam, Dan Gattis 
* Federal Highway Administration Regional Administrator, Dan Reagan, Division Administrator   

– Texas, Federal Highway Administration 
 

 
BREAK (1:45 – 2:00 p.m.) 



2:00 – 3:15 p.m. Concurrent Panel Sessions 
 

Session A – Development of Trade Corridors in Texas 
 
Moderator   
 
Presenters: 
 
*  The I-69 Corridor: Harris County Judge Robert Eckels 
*  Federal Perspective of High Priority Corridors in Texas:  Dan Reagan, Division Administrator   

– Texas, Federal Highway Administration 
* Port of Houston – The Need for Corridors: Jim Edmonds, Chairman, Port of Houston 

Authority 
*  Trans Texas Corridor (TTC35): Phillip Russell, Director, Turnpike Authority Division, TxDOT 
 
Session B - Integration of freight and passenger rail needs of Texas into a unified State 
rail system and impact on Brazos Valley 

 
Moderator:   
 
Presenters: 
 
*   Passenger and Freight Rail as a part of the Trans Texas Corridor Plan/TxDOT: Jim Randell, 

TxDOT Transportation Planning and Programming Division 
* Management of Local Rail Freight Service to Brazos Valley Shippers and other Regional 

shippers in the State 
       Union Pacific- Joe Adams, Chairman's Special Representative, Union Pacific Railroad 

BNSF Railroad – Jeff Moreland, Executive Vice President, BNSF 
*  Development of Commuter Rail Service: Lonnie Blaydes, Owner, Lonnie E. Blaydes 

Consulting 
 

BREAK (3:15 – 3:30 p.m.) 
 
3:30 – 4:45 p.m. Concurrent Panel Sessions 
 
 Session A – Development of Transportation Infrastructure to both retain and stimulate 

economic development in Brazos Valley 
 

Moderator:   
 

Presenters: 
 
*   Development transportation infrastructure for the Toyota Plant: John Kelly-former District  

Engineer  
*  Development of the Killeen Civilian Passenger Airport in cooperation with U.S. Military 

Airport at Fort Hood:  David Blackburn, City Manager-Killeen 
* Value of Regional Public Transportation service in the Brazos Valley on economic 

development: John McBeth, General Manager, Brazos Transit District 



 
Session B – Discussion of developing transportation facilities, which operate in a more 
efficient, safe, and reliable manner 
 

Moderator:   
 

Presenters: 
 

* Overview of issues related to research and design techniques which create efficient, safer 
and more reliable operational performance: Dr. Tim Lomax Texas Transportation Institute 
(TxA&M) 

* Value of reducing railroad-highway grade crossings: Union Pacific Representative 
*   Case Study presentation of needs and benefits related to the development of a four (4) lane 

highway from Waco to Navasota on SH 6: Bryan Wood, TxDOT Bryan District Engineer 
 

5:00 – 5:45 p.m. School of Engineering and Bush School Student Paper Presentations 
 
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Reception 
 
 
Thursday, March 24, 2004 
 
8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Registration 
 
9:00 – 10:15 a.m.  Concurrent Panel Session 
 
Integration of Local Governmental Land Use and Thoroughfare Planning with Transportation 
Planning  
 

Moderator:   
 
Presenters: 
 
*    The Envision Central Texas, “A Vision for Central Texas” :     

(City of College Station has a recommendation for a speaker) 
* The Texas Transportation Institute Integration Project:   
* Case Study of the development of the SH 249 (Aggie Freeway) project:    
  



9:00 – 10:15 a.m. Concurrent Panel Session 
 

New Funding Tools for Regional and Statewide Transportation Development 
 
Moderator:     
 
Presenters: 
 
Regional Mobility Authority creation in the San Antonio Area: Tom Griebel, Executive Director, 
Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 
Utilization of Toll Roads in Development of the Transportation System: Harris County Toll 
Road Authority Representative 
HB3588 – Innovative Transportation Tools: Steve Simmons, Deputy Executive Director, 
TxDOT 

 
 
BREAK (10:15 – 10:30) 
 
 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.  Brazos Valley Transportation Roundtable 

A discussion of priority transportation issues affecting the region 
 

Moderator:  Brazos County Judge Randy Sims 
 
Presenters: 
 
* County Judges from Brazos Valley, State Representative and State Senators, TxDOT 

Austin, Executive Director, Michael Behrens, TxDOT District Engineer for Bryan District: 
Bryan Wood 

 
Confirmed:  James Dixon, Grimes County Judge 
 
 

12:00 – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon 
 
Texas Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
U.S. Congressman Chet Edwards 
 
 

1:30 p.m. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 


