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Intergenerational Parks Update 
February 2004 

 
 
 
History 
 
Strategic Issue developed in the summer/fall of 2000  

a. Seek input 
b. Set standards 
c. Inventory of Parks 
d. Present report to the City Council 
 

Joint effort (report) between Texas A&M University's Department of Recreation, Park, 
and Tourism Sciences and the College Station Parks and Recreation Department 
delivered to the City Council on March 22, 2001 (RPTS 402  
Class - Dr. Scott Shafer).  

 
Report Included: 

- Standards for intergenerational park features 
- Survey park needs 
- Surveyed users and focus groups 
- Recommendations for current parks  
- Related strategies 
- Suggestions for future parks 
- Written report provided to City 
- Presentation to Council 
 

Most significant priorities: 
- Shade structures/trees 
- Benches with backs 
- Walking trails 
- Landscaping 
- Lighting 

 
 
Intergenerational Park Standard Design Features 
 
To provide parks that appeal to a broader age group, the Parks and Recreation 
Department has developed a list of standard items to be included in future parks.  
These items will also be included in existing parks as funding becomes available. 
 
These standards apply to all neighborhood and community parks.  Generally, 
community parks may function as neighborhood parks and contain many of the same 
park features.  These standards are guidelines that help guide the master plan for each 
park. 
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Original Neighborhood Park Facility Standard Features 
 
1.  Playground 
2.  Swings 
3.  Basketball Court 
4.  Volleyball court 
5.  Jogging / Walking Trail 
6.  Shelter 
7.  Area Lighting 
8. Soccer / Youth Baseball – Practice 

Areas 

 
9.  Benches 
10.  Open Play Area 
11.  Bike Rack 
12.  Drinking Fountain 
13.  Exercise Station/s 
14.  Trees / Drip Irrigation 
15.  Identifying Sign 

 
 
Facilities Suggested by Survey Participants (From Each Top 5) 
 
School Age K – 6 
1.  Go Carts 
2.  More Swimming Pools 
3.  Water Park 
4.  Zoo 
5.  Amusement Park 
 
Teens 7 – 12 
1.  Skate Park 
2.  Refrigerated Water Fountain 
3.  Water Park 
4.  Bike Park 
5.  More Swimming Pools 
 
College Age 
1.  Dog Park 
2.  Skate Park 
3.  Biking Trail 
4.  More Tennis Courts 
5.  More Volleyball Pits 

 
Young Adult 
1.  Walking Trails 
2.  Open Green Space 
3.  Disc Golf Course 
4.  More Ponds 
5.  Benches 
 
Seniors 
1.  Landscaped Walking Trails 
2.  Benches 
3.  Bathrooms 
4.  Ponds / Water Fountains 
5.  Jogging / Walking Trail 
 

 
 
Revised Neighborhood Park Facility Standards 
 
1. Improved Playgrounds – Covered, 

Tot Included 
2. Separate Swings 
3. Basketball Courts 
4. Jogging / Walking Trail   

a.  6’ minimum width 
b. Must meet all accessible grades   
c. 150’–200’ maximum distance 

between area lighting 
 

 
d. Bench with back every 650’, with 

every other bench covered 
5. Shelters – Possibly a small shelter 

along walking trails 
6. Area Lighting – Adequate lighting of 

major facilities for safety 
7. Soccer / Youth Baseball – Practice 

areas where possible 
8. Backstops and goals for all fields 
 

Park Issues Report To Council ~ February 2004 
Page 4 



 

9. Benches with back 
10. Open Play Areas 
11. Bike Racks 
12. Drinking Fountains 

13. Identifying Sign 
14. Landscaping features along trail 

ex. (small annual bed) 

 
 
Completed Projects That Incorporate Intergenerational Features FY02 

 
 Castlegate Park Development - $24,500 

- 40 Trees and 3 benches  
 

 Gabbard Park Improvements - $45,000  
- 39 Trees, benches, 5 lights, and 1 water fountain 

 
 Brison Park Improvements - $17,100  

- 3 Benches, walks (360 linear feet), and 1 drinking fountain 
 

 Merry Oaks Park Improvements - $24,000  
- Benches, walks (990 linear feet), and 2 lights 

 
 Pebble Creek Park Improvements - $18,276  

- 36 Additional trees 
  TOTAL ~ $128,876  

 
 
Completed Projects That Incorporate Intergenerational Features FY03 

 
 Jack and Dorothy Miller Jogging Track Surface - $61,643 

-  Concrete sidewalk and rubber sidewalk surfacing 
- Cost $61,643.20 ($13,311.00 - City of College Station’s Share) 
  

 Veterans Park and Athletic Complex, Phase I - $20,000  
- Walks and benches 

 
 Madeley Park - $22,018  

- 2 Bridges and 2 benches 
 

 Central Park Lighting Improvements - $17,000  
- 12  Lights along the bike loop trail 

 
 Thomas Pool Shade Cover - $12,395  

 
 Lick Creek Park, Phase I - $506,726 ($80,000 Grant Included) 

- Trails, 2 bridges, and a parking lot 
  

 Edelweiss Park Improvements - $17,800  
- Concrete bridge, and landscape improvements w/irrigation 
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 Southwood Athletic Park - $22,290  
- 2 Shade covers at the two playgrounds.  

 
 South Knoll Jogging Track - $8,000  

- Rubber cushion surfacing 
- Cost $8,000 (City of College Station’s Share) 

 
 Wolf Pen Creek - $118,000  

-   Trails, 12 benches, trees, and lights 
 

 Central and Cy Miller Parks - $11,333  
- 7 benches in Central and 2 in Cy Miller  

 
 Oaks and W.A. Tarrow Park - $15,110  

- 3 benches in Oaks and 9 in W.A. Tarrow  
   TOTAL ~ $445,589  

 
 
Scheduled Projects That Incorporate Intergenerational Features FY04 

 
 Brothers Pond, Georgie K. Fitch, and Cy Miller Parks  

 -  Additional benches 
 

 Woodway Park Development   
 -  Park Zone 7 Full Park Design 
 

 Zone 10 Park Development  
 

 Southwest Park Development  
- Walks and benches 
 

 Pebble Creek Park Improvements  
- Covered tot playground 
 
 

Intergenerational Projects November 2003 Bond Issue 
 

 Veterans Park and Athletic Complex, Phase II  
 Landscaping, 1-mile walking trail, and benches 
 

 Intergenerational Upgrades - $310,000 
 
Upgrades for parks in zones where park land dedication funds are expected to be slow-
in-coming are because they are areas of slow residential growth.  Sixteen (16) parks are 
included with primary features being area lighting, walks, benches, drinking fountains, 
playground covers, and additional trees.  
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Neighborhood Park Status 
February 2004 

 
 
 
Park Accessibility 
• Neighborhood Parks intended to serve children 
• Should be within ½ miles walking distance from residence 
• Should not have to cross barriers (major streets, railroads, etc.) 
• Comprehensive GIS-based report completed December 1999 
 
Parkland Dedication Ordinance 
• Serves as the main tool for neighborhood park acquisition 
• Revised in 1999 to include provision for development fee 
• Is established with defined Park Zones to utilize funds 
• Relates to neighborhood parks only 
 
Developed Neighborhood Parks 
• 19 developed parks 
• Total acreage – 176 acres 
• Average size – 9.3 acres 
 
Undeveloped Neighborhood Parks 
• 8 undeveloped sites 
• Total acreage – 56 acres 
• Average size – 7 acres 
 
Undeveloped Sites 
 
SUBDIVISION NAME SIZE LOCATION ZONE FUND BALANCE 

• Edelweiss Gartens 
• Shenendoah* 
• Southwest 
• Steeplechase 
• University Park 
• Westfield 
• Woodland Hills 
• Woodway 

7.74 acres 
12.1 
4.78 
9.00 
10.2 
4.29 
3.21 
9.26 

Park Zone 10 
Park Zone 10 
Park Zone 6 
Park Zone 5 
Park Zone 2 
Park Zone 10 
Park Zone 9 
Park Zone 7 

$88,367 
N/A 
$89,729 
$92,406 
$133,963 
$88,367 
$33,294 
$787,857 

*Construction in progress - $185,000 budgeted 
 

Under-served Neighborhoods 
 
• Northgate 
• Chimney Hills 
• Pebble Creek 

None 
5.0 
10.2 

Park Zone 1 
Park Zone 2 
Park Zone 11 

$179,223 
$133,963 
$36,000 
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2003 Athletic Field Status & Utilization 
 
 
City Operated Programs 

 
1.  Adult Softball (6 lighted fields) 
  Slow Pitch 
   Spring  160 teams, 2,240 players 
   Summer  171 teams, 2,394 players 
   Fall  158 teams, 2,212 players 
 
  Fast Pitch 

 Spring  0 teams 
   Summer  11 teams, 154 players 

 Fall  3 teams, 42 players 
 
2.  Girls Softball (3 lighted fields) 
  Fast Pitch 
   Spring  25 teams, 257 players 
  Fall  20 teams, 207 players 
  Travel Teams 17 teams, 221 players 
 
3.  Adult Flag Football (2 lighted fields) 
  Fall  9 teams, 117 players 
 
4.  Youth Flag Football (5 lighted fields) 
  Fall  40 teams, 345fields 
 
5.  Youth Basketball (7 CSISD gyms) 
  Winter  90 teams, 700 players 
 
6.  Adult Volleyball (4 gyms) 
  Spring  25 teams, 200 players 
  Summer 24 teams, 192 players 
  Fall  22 teams, 176 players 
  Winter  26 teams, 208 players 
 
7.  Youth Volleyball (4 gyms) 
  Summer 14 teams, 125 players 
 
8.  TAAF Swim Team 
  Summer 235 swimmers 
 
9.  Challenger Series 
  Soccer 30 players 
  Basketball 51 players 
  Bowling 37 players 
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City Assisted Programs 
 

1.  College Station Soccer Club (18 fields spring, 25 fields fall) 
  Spring  1,179 players  
  Fall  1,194 players 
 
2.  Aggieland Soccer Club (5 fields fall) 
  Fall  22 teams, 330 players 
 
3.  Bryan/College Station Soccer Club (8 fields)  
  Spring  26 teams, 390 players 
  Summer 24 teams, 360 players 
  Fall  24 teams, 360players 
 
4.  College Station Little League (9 lighted fields) 
  Spring  873 players 
 
 
Athletic Facility Inventory 
 
1.  Softball Fields 
  Adult 
   Central Park     four lighted fields 
   Veterans Park and Athletic Complex  two lighted fields 
 
  Youth 
   Jane Pulley Softball Fields   two lighted 1 - fields 
   Lemontree Park     one lighted field 
 
2. Soccer Fields 
  Adult/Youth 
   Anderson Park     five fields, no lights 
   Central Park*     three fields, no lights 
   Southwood Valley Athletic Park  five fields, two with lights 
   Veterans Park and Athletic Complex*  six fields, two with lights 

 
 * Central Park three adult fields were subdivided into nine fields and Veterans Park 

and Athletic Complex six adult fields were subdivided into eight fields, by agreement 
with College Station Soccer Club, Aggieland Soccer and Bryan College Station 
Soccer League. 

 
3.  Baseball Fields 
  Southwood Valley Athletic Park  six lighted fields 
  Wayne Smith Park    three lighted fields 
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Parks and Recreation Department 
Soccer Field Rental and Use Policies & Procedures
 
 
1. Only approved games and practices will be allowed on game fields per 
contractual agreement between the City and the Soccer League. 
 
College Station Parks and Recreation Department (CSPARD) staff encourages 
alternate sites to be located for practices by all groups.  It is suggested that soccer 
organizations get together and assign particular fields for practices for each 
organization.  Fields will be made available for practices only after rough game 
schedules have been determined at preseason meeting.  These practice time slots will 
be based on total number of game times required by all groups, condition of fields 
immediately after the preceding season, and facility maintenance needs.  Once the 
season schedule is determined, changes will be made based only on fields and turf 
conditions worsening or weather concerns and rainouts.  
 
An up-dated list of competitive parks and recreation maintained soccer fields will be 
available to user groups, in addition, the department will supply a list of park facilities 
that may be utilized for practices which will include goal sizes. CPARD further suggests 
that each soccer group should seek privately owned areas that could be utilized for 
scrimmages and practices.  These areas would be maintained by the soccer group(s) 
utilizing the area(s).   
 
 
2. The Parks and Recreation Department reserves the right to rent the game 
fields to other user groups.  
 
Fields may be rented to groups for “special events” (such as powder-puff football, play-
days, Easter egg hunt, etc.) but such rentals will be kept at a minimum as not to conflict 
with competitive league schedules.   Thus schedules will be needed as quickly as 
practical after registration is complete. These rentals would be non-contracted user 
groups.  These requested rentals must first be approved through the Athletic 
Supervisor.  Notification will be given to contracted user groups so that these dates may 
be considered when developing schedules.   
 
Approved rental/reservation groups will not be "bumped" by soccer groups for rainouts 
or late schedules being submitted.  It is highly recommended that contracted user 
groups get schedules in as soon as possible so that the reservation books may be 
blocked.    CSPARD will provide the dates of any rentals that have been booked for 
special events/activities 
 
 
3. League organizers/contact persons will begin meeting prior to seasons to 
coordinate league and game schedules to eliminate conflicts between user 
groups.   
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Each soccer league should appoint/elect an individual to serve as league organizer\city 
liaison.  The league organizer\city liaison will be the league representative in meetings 
CSPARD and coordinate the fields.  The league organizer\city liaison will have 
authorization to act on behalf of the respective soccer league and be responsible for 
scheduling fields for practices, games, and tournaments.  CSPARD will provide the 
dates of  any rentals that have been booked for special events/activities.  CSPARD 
Recreation Superintendent will coordinate meeting dates and times with contracted 
soccer groups to work out league schedules as to eliminate conflicts between user 
groups and determine if practice schedules are feasible.  The meeting schedule is 
determined by the Recreation Superintendent and will be as follows:    

 
Meeting for the coordination of summer schedules will be held in late April 
Meeting for the coordination of fall schedules will be held in July 
Meeting for the coordination of spring schedules will be held in late Dec. or early 
Jan.  

 
 
4. No fields will be guaranteed prior to the submittal, and approval of proposed 
league schedules from contracted user groups to the Parks & Recreation 
Department Recreation Superintendent.  No practices or games will be allowed 
until the leagues user contract has been completed. 
 
Detailed schedules will be made available upon the completion of each contracted user 
groups registration.  Once league registration is complete detailed schedules must be 
submitted to the CSPARD for approval prior to games being played.  Schedules should 
be submitted no later than one week prior to requested start date. The detailed 
schedule should show team names, game times and field location(s).  Team Rosters 
must be submitted as well to CSPARD as per the Facility Users agreement prior to the 
start of the playing season.  The contract must meet the approval of the City’s Legal 
Department. 
 
 
5. No reservations for soccer fields for games or league activities (such as try-
outs or practices) will be made unless the league organizer requests it.   
 
The organizer or “authorized” representative for each contracted group should be made 
known through the completion of the annual user agreement.  Each league or Club 
representative will pass this information on to his or her coaches. 
 
 
6. For field rainout information for youth fields, call 764-3749.  For rain out 
information on adult soccer fields call, 764-3644. It is recommended that each 
league update their web site once rainout information has been announced and 
that individuals utilize those sites as well. 
 
 
7. The FIELD CLOSED sign will always take priority as to the availability of the 
field. 
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These signs may be posted after 3:00 due to rain, etc.  Coaches need to be made 
aware of this policy.  Fields may be closed for reasons other than rain or extremely wet 
conditions.   If field closures are deemed necessary the CSPARD Recreation 
Superintendent or Athletic Supervisors will make every attempt to contact the league 
representative for notification of such closure.  It is the responsibility of the league 
organizer to notify their coaches or team representatives.  Field closures enforced 
through the CSPARD Staff and/or the College Station Police Department as per City 
Ordinance #1322. 
 
 
8. Unauthorized field use will be governed through the contracted soccer 
leagues and the Parks and Recreation Department.  Repeated offenders will be 
addressed. 
 
 
9. No rental fees will be collected from contracted youth soccer groups for 
approved league play and league advancement tournaments (i.e. Eastern District 
Playoffs) during the duration of their contract with the City.  
 
 

 10. Rental fees and deposits will be collected for tournaments such as 
fundraisers, exhibition tournaments, i.e. the Aggieland Soccer Classic and non-
contracted league activities.  
  
Non-contracted league activity would be any activity that was not a part of the original 
approved schedule submitted prior to the start of the season by contracted user groups.  
This would include tournament type activity that was not included as part of the league 
activity.   Such requests must be submitted and approved by CSPARD.  The Athletic 
Supervisor will be responsible to ensure that all fees associated with such activities and 
that all necessary paperwork (Tournament Reservation Agreement) has been acquired 
and completed from the reserving party CSPARD Secretarial Staff may schedule and 
collect fees with the written approval of the Athletic Supervisor.  No reservations will be 
made through Parks Operation District Supervisors or Superintendent. 
 
11. The City will give notice to soccer groups as to the location of soccer goals, 
and maintenance schedules. 
 
An up-dated list of competitive parks and recreation maintained soccer fields will be 
available to user groups, in addition, the department will supply a list of park facilities 
that may be utilized for practices which will include goal sizes. 
 
As soon as possible prior to the first of each year, maintenance schedules will be 
distributed to contracted user groups for planning purposes.  These maintenance 
schedules shall have field opening and closing dates for each facility. Fields may also 
be closed, outside of the published schedule, if in the opinion of the Parks Operation 
Supervisor and Superintendent, it is necessary to prevent a hazardous situation from 
developing due to weather or wear and tear of the field turf. 
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12. Any soccer clinic held on College Station facilities must be approved by the 
Parks and Recreation Department no less than 10 days prior to the start of the 
clinic, pending space available. 
 
Any group wishing to hold a clinic on College Station Soccer fields is advised to ensure 
facility availability early in the planning stage.  Any clinic sponsored by one of the 
contracting agencies shall be scheduled by the authorized organization representative. 
Any other group wishing to schedule a clinic will be required to provide proof of 
insurance for the clinic prior to approval for the clinic being granted and fields being 
rented 
 
 
Approved by College Station Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 01/13/04 
 
This revision includes changes to the policy dated 10-26-00 as discussed on 12-16-03.  
Representatives for the following agencies were present: 
 
Aggieland Soccer Club – Guy Denoux 
Brazos Valley Youth Soccer Association – Mitchell Smith 
College Station Soccer Club – Billy Hart 
College Station Parks and Recreation Department – Peter Lamont, Curtis Bingham 
Other comments received from Todd Callaway, Bryan College Station Soccer League 
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Veterans Park and Athletic Complex 
Fact Sheet 

 
 

Site 
150 acres located in the City of College Station, in Park Zone 4  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding approved by the voters in 1995 for use as a regional park 
Acquired from Bert Wheeler, Ltd. in 1998 
$1,500,000 cost of acquisition  
Contains several identified archeological sites 
Includes extensive wetlands and natural areas 
Address - 3101 Harvey Road 

 
 
Name 

"Veterans Park and Athletic Complex"  
 
 
 

Suggested by John P. Nichols, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board member 
Approved by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board in summer 1998 
Approved by the City Council on October 12, 1998 

 
 
Master Plan 

 O'Malley Engineers selected for design process in October 1999 
Master Plan approved by the City Council on May 25, 2000  

 
 
 
 

Names of all future facilities approved by the City Council on July 26, 2001 
Soccer fields, softball fields, pavilions, trails, and natural areas included  
Area reserved for development of Veterans Memorial 
Three (3) phases recommended for completion over a multi-year period 

 
 
Phase I Project  

Funding approved by the voters in 1998  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction contract awarded to Acklam Construction in Fall 2000 
$2,936,000 cost of development 
Six (6) adult soccer fields (2 lighted) 
Two (2) adult softball fields (lighted) 
Two (2) restrooms 
Maintenance Facility 
Sidewalks, parking, roadways, and landscaping 

 
 
Phase II Project 

Funding approved by voters in the November 4, 2003 election  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will include three (3) additional adult softball fields (Old Glory Complex) 
Will include three (3) additional soccer fields 
Will include "full service" softball concession facility 
Will include additional landscaping, restrooms, and parking 
Will extend Veterans Parkway to "half way" point in park 
Will include large group pavilion facility (American Pavilion) 
Will include approximately one (1) mile of trails 
$6,925,000 estimated cost 
Projected completion by 2008 
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Phase III (Planned) 

Four (4) adult soccer fields  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional landscaping, restrooms, and parking 
Completion of Veterans Parkway with entrance on University Drive 
Forecast for completion after 2013 
No funding authorized at this time 
Completion of an additional four (4)-field adult softball complex (Eagle Complex) 
Completion of a second group pavilion (Texas Pavilion) 
Will include additional trails and batting cages 

 
 
Memorial For All Veterans Of The Brazos Valley 

Developed as a separate public art project  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Coordinated by the Memorial for All Veterans of the Brazos Valley, Inc., with guidance 
and support from the Arts Council of the Brazos Valley 
Design Chairman ~ Dr. P. David Romei 
Artist ~ Robert Eccleston 
Landscape design ~ Larry Schuekler 
Graphics design ~ Stanton Ware  
Project Manager ~ Lynn Stuart 
Funded with support of public and private contributions from throughout the Brazos 
Valley 
Dedication on November 11, 2002, in honor of all veterans 
Over 3,00 veterans’ names have been engraved  
Future additions in the preliminary planning stages will include history walk, honor wall 
expansion, and war memorials 
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Proposition #4 
Parks and Recreation Improvements 

Total $8,105,000 
 
 
Veterans Park and Athletic Complex, 
Phase II Development 
$6,925,000 
(Estimated O&M: $204,000) 
  
Phase II to include: 
 
Softball 
 Three (3) adult softball fields 
 Full service concessions, restroom 

facilities, umpire and staff areas 
 Bleachers and shade covers for all fields 
 Playground, small shelter 
 Drainage improvements 
 Additional softball parking 
 Landscaping 

Soccer 
 Additional three (3) adult soccer fields 
 Irrigation, tiff 419 turf, sand root zone, 

etc. 
 Water fountains 
 Approximately 140 – 160 additional 

parking spaces in Parking Lot “D” (new 
lot) 

 Landscaping 
Large Group Pavilion 
 Pavilion to seat up to 500 people  
 Kitchen  
 Restrooms 
 Stage for entertainment and awards 

presentations 
 Storage and office for operation of major 

events and tournaments 
 Additional 140 parking spaces (new lot) 
 Playground 

Maintenance Building 
 Increase size of existing building to 

accommodate additional personnel, 
equipment, and storage 

Trail 
 Install approximately one (1) mile of 

concrete walking/jogging trail  
Miscellaneous  
 Veterans Parkway will be extended 

approximately 900 feet 

 Utility extensions will be made to serve 
all future phases 

 Completion of the softball fields (5-field 
Old Glory complex) will allow the Girls 
Fastpitch program to move to Central 
Park 

 
 
Park Facility Upgrades 
(Intergenerational) 
$310,000 
(Estimated O&M: 3,000) 
 
 Part of City Council Strategic Issue in 

2000 
 Items to include sidewalks, benches, 

lighting, landscaping, water fountains, 
and shade structures 

 Helps to bring older parks up to the 
standards of newer parks 

 Anderson, Bee Creek, Brothers, Central, 
Cy Miller, Emerald Forest, Georgie K. 
Fitch, Jack and Dorothy Miller, 
Lemontree, Lincoln Center, Parkway, 
Pebble Creek, Raintree, Sandstone, 
Woodcreek, and Longmire Parks 

 
 
Maintenance Buildings 
$870,000 
(Estimated O&M: $3,000) 
 
New Forestry Shop 
 5,000 square feet of shop, office, 

restroom, and storage space 
 Paving 
 Mulch and soil storage 
 Fencing 
 Equipment Storage 

 
Central Park Shop Renovation  
 Renovate restrooms 
 Renovate break room 
 Add drives and parking 
 Improve storage areas 
 Update required ADA compliance 
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