
Highlights of Revisions

Revised Recreation, Park, and Open Space Master Plan

Listed below are the major items that were revised in the Recreation, Park, and Open Space Master Plan originally approved in July 1999. 

Section I ~ Introduction

(Updated Demographics)

· Population figures from the 2000 Census were utilized.  The original Master Plan utilized population figures derived from the 1990 Census. 

· The Park Land Dedication Ordinance was revised and approved by the City Council in January 2002. 

Fee Increases:


Single-Family
Multi-Family

1999
$452
$345





2002
$556
$457

· The Park Zone lines have been redrawn to include additional property recently annexed by the City.  The intention is to approve these new zone lines when the revised Master Plan is approved. 

Section V ~ Inventory

· An inventory update was completed to show all additional parks and facilities.  Major changes included the addition of Veterans Park and Athletic Complex and Castlegate Park.  A new community park site on Rock Prairie road was also acquired.  

· The inventory section was updated to include the completed 1998 bond program projects. All of these projects are scheduled to be complete in 2003. 

· The number of developed parks has increased from 30 to 33.  (Additions of Madeley and Castlegate Parks, and Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.)

· Tennis court availability has increased from 12 to 27 due to successful cost sharing projects with the College Station Independent School District. 

· Softball field and soccer field inventories have increased with the addition of Veterans Park and Athletic Complex. 

Section VI ~ Needs Assessment and Identification

(New Service Levels Established)

Ratio of acres per 1,000 citizens:

1999 ~ 7.82 acres per 1,000 residents

2002 ~ 8.92 acres per 1,000 residents

The standard set in the original Master Plan was to maintain a minimum of seven (7) acres per 1,000 residents.  This equates to 3.5 acres per 1,000 neighborhood parks, and the same for community parks. 

Ratio for Community and Neighborhood Parks:


Neighborhood Parks
Community Parks

1999
3.87 acres per 1,000 residents
3.95 acres per 1,000 residents





2002
4.16 acres per 1,000 residents
4.76 acres per 1,000 residents

 These figures exclude Lick Creek Park and Veterans Park and Athletic Complex. 

· The ratio of 8.92 acres per 1,000 residents is above the standard set by the Master Plan. 

· Additional acres needed by zone have been updated to include new population projections and additional acquired property. 

Section VII ~ Prioritization of Needs and Plan Implementation

1. Softball program development.

2. Soccer program development. 

3. Indoor recreation facility development.

4. Trails acquisition and/or development.

5. Natural area acquisition and/or management.

6. Neighborhood park acquisition and/or development.

7. Community park acquisition and/or development. 

A review of each priority has been included in Section VII to further explain the current status and future implementation plans. 

Implementation includes strategies for future bond issues, cooperative ventures with the College Station Independent School District, improved maintenance facilities, and continued use of park land dedication funds. 
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