2.4 Design Review Board

A. Creation

A Design Review Board is hereby established by the City of College Station for the purpose of enhancing the City’s ability to review building and site design issues, including architectural issues as specified in this UDO, by bringing expertise from the community to bear on these issues in designated design districts. 

B. Membership and Terms

The Design Review Board shall consist of seven regular members and two alternate members.  Six of the regular members and the two alternate members shall be appointed by the City Council.  City Council shall appoint the following to the Design Review Board: 

Registered architect

Business person

Landscape architect

Developer or land owner in a design district

Person knowledgeable in aesthetic judgment

Citizen-at-large

The seventh regular member shall be the Chairman of the Planning and Zoning Commission or his designee.
Members shall be appointed for two-year terms. 

The Design Review Board is a governmental body and shall comply with the Open Meetings Act. 

C. Officers, Meetings, Quorum

1. Officers
A Chairperson shall be appointed annually by the City Council.  The Board shall select a Vice-Chair from among its members as needed.
2. Meetings
Members of the Design Review Board shall meet regularly and the Chairperson shall designate the time and place of such meetings.  All meetings of the Board where a quorum is present shall be open to the public.

3. Quorum
Four members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business.  Any recommendation or decision which does not receive a majority of positive votes from those members present shall be deemed a negative report. 

4. Rules of Proceeding
The Design Review Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure. 

5. Minutes
The Design Review Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the Administrator and shall be a public record. 

D. Powers and Duties

The Design Review Board has the following powers and duties:

1. Site and Concept Plans

The Design Review Board shall hear and take final action on design district site plans and concept plans for Planned Development Districts (PDD) and Planned Mixed-Use Districts (P-MUD).

2. Design District Review 

The Design Review Board shall approve or deny building and sign materials and colors in any designated design district, as specified within this UDO.  

3. Northgate and Wolf Pen Creek Parking Appeals

The Design Review Board shall hear and decide variance requests to the amount of required parking in the Wolf Pen Creek (WPC) and Northgate (NG) districts.

4. Driveway Appeals

The Design Review Board shall hear appeals to decisions of the Development Engineer regarding driveway appeals.

5. Appeal of Requirement Based on Site Plan Review Criteria


The Design Review Board shall hear and decide appeals of the Administrator's application of site plan requirements to assure compliance with Section 3.5.E, Site Plan Review Criteria.

6.
Appeal of Bufferyard


The Design Review Board shall hear appeals of buffer requirements listed in Section 7.6, Buffer Requirements.

E. Staff

The Administrator shall provide staff, as needed, to the Design Review Board.

Where such authority has been delegated by the Planning and Zoning Commission, the City staff shall approve minor changes to site plans previously approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission.


Where such authority has been delegated by the Design Review Board, the City staff shall approve minor changes to building and sign materials and colors previously approved by the Design Review Board.
