[CITY OF COLLEGE STATION LETTERHEAD]

April 2, 2003

The Honorable John R. Carter

U.S. House of Representatives

408 Cannon Building

Washington D.C.  20515

Dear Congressman Carter,

Thank you very much for your continuing efforts on behalf of College Station.  We appreciate the assistance you and your staff have given the city during the transportation earmark process thus far, particularly in light of current global events and your other legislative duties and responsibilities.

As you know, the budget and appropriations process in Washington, D.C. affords us an opportunity to obtain federal earmarks for the city’s pressing transportation safety and infrastructure needs.  However, we understand that there is a finite amount of money available for such projects.  Therefore, in conjunction with The District, formerly the Brazos Transit District, we have defined and prioritized the following transportation project earmark requests. 

FM 60 (University Drive)

The widening of FM 60 from SH 6 to FM 158 is the number one transportation priority in our community as evidenced by the city’s willingness to fund half the project’s preliminary engineering and design.  The City of Bryan is committed to funding the remaining half. This project is considered critical to the needs of Brazos County, the City of Bryan, the City of College Station, the Bryan District of TxDOT, and Texas A&M University.  The MPO has identified this project as being of signficant importance to the community.  Please consider full funding of the FM 60 project during consideration of transportation authorization legislation and during the appropriations process.

Barron Road Interchange

The at-grade intersection of Barron Road and SH 6 frontage roads represents a significant safety concern for our community.  The increase in traffic along Barron Road resulting from significant growth to the southern portions of College Station illustrates the need to put in place a grade separated crossing at this intersection.  The City of College Station has agreed to fund design costs.  As you consider authorization and appropriations legislation, please consider funding the Barron Road Interchange at the highest level possible.

Northgate Parking Garage

The Northgate Parking Garage in College Station represents a significant financial burden for the city and impedes our ability to divert funds to import transit and surface transportation projects.  Should federal funds be available for this project, we ask that you consider funding this request at the highest level possible.

As always, we appreciate your time and consideration.  Should you or your staff have additional questions about transportation projects in College Station, please feel free to contact me, or our transportation consultants at Dean International, Inc. at 214-750-0123.  Thank you for your service to our nation.

Sincerely,

Ron Silvia

Mayor of College Station
