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In late1999 staff was directed to prepare a parking plan for the Northgate area.  Staff prepared a plan and presented it to the Northgate Revitalization Board (NRB) at the January18, 2000 meeting.  The NRB asked staff to bring the issue back to the board at the February 22, 2000 meeting.  Subsequently staff was directed to prepare an additional plan with an accelerated time line.  The two plans were presented to the NRB, and the NRB voted unanimously to approve Parking Plan II with staff recommendations, and one amendment at the February 22, 2000 meeting.  Staff presented two plans to the Council at the March 9, 2000 workshop meeting with recommendations from staff and the NRB for the approval of Plan II.  The Council adopted Plan II with a 7-0 vote and directed staff to work out an implementation plan and schedule

Since that time staff has been working on a plan to address the concerns of the following identified Northgate stakeholders: Northgate Residents, Merchants, Visitors, Bicyclist, Pedestrians and International Students.

As with all projects impacting the citizens of College Station there will be a comprehensive public information program for each phase of implementation.  This will include maps for display in each business showing the location of available parking and news releases for electronic and print media.  The City of College Station public access channel will also be utilized.

1. Conduct Merchant survey.  Time Line: Complete by May 15, 2000.

The plan addresses the needs expressed by the merchants for time spent with thirteen reporting a need of 15 minutes or less, twenty reporting a need of 15 to 30 minutes and sixteen reporting a need of more than an hour.  Walking distance is also within guidelines with nine merchants reporting customers walk 1 to 2 blocks, eighteen reporting customers walk 3 to 4 blocks and twelve reporting customers walk more than 4 blocks.  The majority of replacement free parking is within two blocks of where parking will be removed and nine spaces are less than 1 block away.  The survey responses requesting contract parking and additional bicycle parking are being investigated.

2. Remove on street Parking on College Main from Church Street to University Drive. Time Line: Complete by August 7, 2000.

3. Sign the entire lot as one (1) hour free parking in the Promenade parking lot from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Additionally provide three free 15 minute parking spaces on Patricia Street East of College Main, and six free 15 minute parking spaces on Patricia Street West of College Main.  All Free spaces will be reassessed upon the completion of Northgate Garage.  Time Line: Complete by August 7, 2000. Free parking in lot and West of College Main removed by August 9, 2001 ordinance.
4. Merchant requests for daytime contract parking will be addressed after the lot use has stabilized.  Contract parking will be offered in the garage when it is complete.

5. Remove all on-street parking from Church Street.  Time Line: Completed by August 7, 2000.

6. Research options for new equipment for the Promenade Parking Lot as recommended in the Carl Walker Report.  Time Line: Research is ongoing and a decision on what type of equipment to be used will be made by late June.  Research is focused on traditional parking meters at this time. Meters installed in lot in January 2001.

7. Evaluate all remaining on street parking in the Business and Institutional areas of Northgate and meter any parking allowed to remain Monday through Saturday. Time Line: Evaluation to be complete by August 2000.  Metering to be complete when garage is complete.  Ordinance amendment August 23, 2001 for removal, meters will be installed when equipment is received.
8.  Meter any parking along University Drive from Boyett to Wellborn that is in the TxDot ROW.  Time Line: When garage is complete.  Meters to be installed when equipment is received.

9. Remove all parking from the Brazos Duplex Property.  Culpepper Street, Milam Street, Dogwood Street, Inlow Street and Cross Street from Nagle Street to South College Avenue.  Time Line: When garage is complete. Ordinance amendment August 23, 2001 for removal.
10. Remove all on street parking in Northgate residential areas.  Options for removing parking in Northgate residential areas are being developed.  These options include permitted parking for property owners or parking restrictions for certain times of the day.  A plan will be brought to council prior to completion of the parking garage for their consideration.  As these options are developed, more information will be forthcoming. Options for residential permit program are still being researched.
