Questions and Answers about the Neighborhood Preservation Overlay

What is the Neighborhood Preservation Overlay?

On January 27, 2000, the College Station City Council established a new zoning district, the Neighborhood Preservation Overlay.  This district is called an overlay district because it establishes zoning regulations in addition to those of the current zoning.  The current zoning of a piece of property is not changed when an overlay district is applied.

This overlay district was created to limit the division of lots in existing single family neighborhoods.  This in turn will limit increases in density, traffic and other impacts of adding additional homes in established neighborhoods.

How does the Neighborhood Preservation Overlay impact my property?

The Neighborhood Preservation Overlay only affects properties that are zoned or developed as single family residential.  Properties zoned commercial, office, duplex, apartment and other non-single family residential properties are not impacted at all.

Single family residential properties will be impacted as follows:

A minimum lot size of 8500 square feet is established.  No existing lot can be divided to create new lots unless the resulting new lots are each 8500 square feet or larger in area.

My lot is less than 8,500 square feet now.  Will I have any problems because of this?

No.  The overlay establishes your current lot size as a conforming lot.  The 8500 square foot minimum only impacts lots created by dividing property after the overlay zone is created.

My lot is very large now.  Can I build a second house on my lot now?

Only if your lot is divided into two lots.  This requires a subdivision plat that must be prepared and submitted to the City.  A moratorium on such subdivision plats is currently in effect in this area.

Once the overlay is established, both lots resulting from such a division must be a minimum of 8500 square feet in area.

Why did I receive a notice about the public hearings to establish the Neighborhood Preservation Overlay?

The overlay district is established through the same process used for rezoning property.  Although the zoning of your property does not change, the same notification process required by State Statute and local ordinance must be followed.

My property is not residential so I’m not impacted.  Why did I receive a notice?

Even though some properties are not directly impacted, the same notice procedures must be followed.  Owners of property within 200 feet of the proposed overlay area must be notified as well.

Do I have to attend the Planning & Zoning Commission and the City Council hearings that are listed in the notice?

Your attendance and participation at the public hearings is encouraged.  However, you do not have to attend if you don’t want to attend.  If you cannot attend the hearings, but would like to express your opinion to the Planning & Zoning Commission, you may forward written comments to:

Planning Division

Attn:  Neighborhood Preservation Hearings

City of College Station

P.O. Box 9960

College Station, Texas 77842

The overlay regulations and maps of the overlay areas are provided on the back of this sheet.

