May 19, 2000

Telecommunications Infrastructure Fund Board

1000 Red River, Room E208

Austin, TX  78701-2698

Dear TIF Board Reviewers:

RE: Letter of Support for the Brazos Valley Community Network

The City of College Station has a long history of innovation and community participation in an effort to provide our citizenry a safe, secure, and healthy environment.  Existing inter-local agreements include collaborative parks, shared dark fiber optic cable, mutual Fire Department aid, regional landfill, regional transportation coordination, joint economic development, joint narcotics task force, shared public access TV channel, youth programs, community library system, joint regional water study …..  Just to name a few.

College Station’s progressive attitude is shown by its recent deployment of a 23 mile SONET fiber optic loop with an OC-12 backbone, its recent first place award from the Texas City Manager Association (TCMA) for web design and content, its collaboration with the Federal Department of Justice in the demonstration and assessment of a beta radio communications interconnect / interface system, and a collaborative 800 MHz radio system with Texas A&M University.

College Station’s City Council is clear in their intent to continue this trend when they wrote their Vision Station #5 – “Participate and contribute to the health and future of our community.”  And, they expanded this vision with a clarifying statement – “efficient access to information and services via technology and media”.

The City of College Station is proud to participate in BVCNet and thanks The Academy for Advanced Telecommunications and Learning Technologies of TAMU (AATLT) for allowing us to join the consortium.  Even though the College Station Public Library is a TIF eligible entity, College Station could not solicit a TIF grant for a community network without TAMU's efforts.

To insure the efforts of BVCNet are successful, the City of College Station is willing to bring forth a variety of resources including qualified personnel with varied experience and expertise; shared use of dark fiber of a plant that is valued at over $750,000; monetary, technical, and sustainable support of Internet access points for the under served in College Station; and a not to exceed amount of $25,000 annually in support of a BVCNet web portal. 

Best regards,

Lynn McIlhaney

Mayor

