M I N U T E S


Planning and Zoning Commission


CITY OF COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS


April 6, 2000


7:00 P.M.





COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:	Chairman Rife, Commissioners Floyd, Horlen, Warren, Kaiser, and Parker.


COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:	Commissioner Mooney.


COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:     Council Member Maloney.





AGENDA ITEM NO. 4: Public hearing and consideration of a rezoning of approximately 18.17 acres, Pebble Creek Phase 8-C, located southeast of the intersection of Plum Hollows Drive and St. Andrews Drive from A-O Agricultural Open and M-1 Planned Industrial to R-1 Single Family Residential. (00-45)





Staff Planner Jimmerson presented the staff report and stated that this is another phase of the Pebble Creek Subdivision, which has been building out during the past decade as a low and medium density single family development.  She said that the rezoning was in compliance with the Land Use Plan and the approved Pebble Creek Master Plan.  Staff recommended approval of the request.  





Commissioner Parker reminded the Commissioners that at a previous zoning consideration, the Commissioners asked that the fence surrounding the dedicated parkland be removed.  He asked if this had been done?  Ms. Jimmerson said that postings on the fence (referring to private property/no trespassing signs) were removed.  





Commissioner Kaiser also commented on the fence and asked if there were any plans by the applicant to meet the parkland dedication requirements for these new and future phases.  Ms. Jimmerson said that it was her understanding that all parkland dedication requirements have already been met for the entire development.  Mr. Kaiser asked about the parkland area being fenced off to public use.  Ms. Jimmerson said that the City’s Parks and Recreation Department did not object to the fencing.  Mr. Kaiser asked how can the City Staff be allowed to keep dedicated land from public use by fencing it and allowing private property signs to be placed on it.  Ms. Jimmerson repeated that the signs were removed.  





Chairman Rife opened the public hearing.





Mr. Kevin Hessell (Wallace Group) representing Pebble Creek Development Group explained that this phase is a continued expansion to the existing subdivision.  He said that there is a drainage tributary that runs along the west boundary of the existing M-1 tract that would serve a separation between the residential and the Business Park.  





Mr. Benito Flores Meath, 901 Val Verde Drive, said that he was not against the development.  He asked that the Commission consider R-1B zoning since the lots would meet the requirements.





Mr. Davis Young, Pebble Creek Development Company, 4500 Pebble Creek Parkway, addressed the Commission and said that he until around 3 months prior he was not aware that there was an issue with the fence.  He said that he listened to tapes of the Planning & Zoning Commission meetings that discussed the fence issue.  He said that there was no mention of actually removing the fence.  Mr. Jed Walker (the representative that attended the previous meetings) had said that the fence was put up for aesthetic purposes, and was sure that this was the only reason the fence was put up.  Mr. Young said that there was an approximate 20-foot opening in the fence, which provided access to the property.  There was a sign put up around three years ago that read “Members Only”, but it has since been removed.  He said that at the December 1998 was when the fence issue was first brought up and the signs had been removed prior to that meeting.  





Commissioner Parker asked Mr. Young what his position would be regarding the fence now that he (Mr. Young) was made aware of the issue.  Mr. Young replied that he met with Mr. Steve Beachy (Director of Parks & Recreation) and a mutual agreement that it would not be good to have public access at this time since it was not being maintained by the City and is overgrown.  He said that Mr. Beachy’s concerns were access once the bikepaths and trails were developed, which Mr. Young agreed to write a letter to Mr. Beachy stating that access would be provided once the parkland was ready to be developed. Mr. Young said that when Mr. Beachy contacted Mr. Young in response to the letter, he seemed pleased with this solution and did not feel the fence would be an issue any longer.  Mr. Young said that when he heard this was still an issue with the Commission, he met with Staff, the City Manager and City Attorney’s office and was assured that this issue would not come up during the Commission’s consideration of the rezoning.  He was told that the City Attorney’s office would be addressing this issue.  





Commissioner Kaiser asked who originally put the fence up?  Mr. Young said that Pebble Creek Development Company put the fence up, but it was put between City property and the right-of-way.  





Commissioner Floyd asked if the Pebble Creek property owners were aware that this property is the City’s?  Mr. Young said that this property is designated City property on the plat.  He did not know of any owners that had a misconception as to the ownership of this property.  





Chairman Rife closed the public hearing.





Commissioner Floyd moved to recommend approval of the rezoning request.  Commissioner Horlen seconded the motion, which passed 5-1; Commissioner Parker voted in opposition to the motion. 





