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Item:  Discussion and possible action on an interlocal agreement between the City of College Station (City) and the College Station Independent School District (C.S.I.S.D.) authorizing the shared utilization of C.S.I.S.D.’s Satellite Downlink System and Video and Video-Editing Equipment.  The equipment will be utilized to download and videotape free informational and educational programming to be broadcast on Cable Channel 19.

fillin 
Item Summary:  The agreement provides for the City and C.S.I.S.D. to share satellite equipment currently owned and house at C.S.I.S.D.  Sharing this equipment will be mutually beneficial to both the City and C.S.I.S.D. by enabling both entities to obtain free programming and information, providing for improved utilization of the shared cable access channel, and allowing the public access to free educational programming.

In the City’s 1999 Citizen Survey conducted by the Public Policy Research Institute at Texas A&M University, 61% of respondents said they use television as their source of City information.  Nearly nine of ten citizens have cable television and more than half (52%) indicated they would watch free educational and informational programs on the City’s Cable Channel 19 if the City provided such programming opportunities.

This interlocal agreement is the result of two strategic issues.  It is linked to the action plans for Strategic Issues #9 (Communication with Citizens) and #15 (Cooperative Efforts with TAMU and CSISD).

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  All satellite and video equipment has been purchased by C.S.I.S.D.  The City of College Station will incur costs for purchasing blank videotapes for the purpose of taping programming off the satellite downlink system and for videotaping any special events for the City. 
Staff Recommendation:   C.S.I.S.D has reviewed and approved said agreement.  College Station staff recommends approval of this agreement.

Council Action Options:

1. Accept agreement as presented.

2. Accept agreement with changes.

3. Reject agreement.

Supporting Materials:
1. Interlocal Agreement signed by Dr. Jim Scales, C.S.I.S.D. Superintendent.

2. Strategic Issue Action Plan #9 (Communication with Citizens).

3. Strategic Issue Action Plan #15 (Cooperative efforts with TAMU and CSISD).

