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Item:  Consideration and possible action on a services contract with the Texas Engineering Experiment Station, a member of the Texas A&M University System, for Cultural Resources Inventory/Survey of Lick Creek Park and Veterans Park and Athletic Complex, College Station, Texas.

fillin 
Item Summary:  This service contract will provide identification and assessment of potential important archaeological sites within Lick Creek Park and the Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.  These studies are required of all projects that may utilize Texas Parks and Wildlife Department grant funds.  This information is needed to protect cultural resources from vandalism and to insure that significant sites are not inadvertently impacted by future development of nature trails, interpretive areas, athletic facilities, or other construction projects.  Information about Native American land use and historic land-use practices by different ethnic groups is essential to the development of natural and cultural interpretive brochures, displays, and other programs for public benefit.  The surveys will be carried out by the Center for Ecological Archaeology at Texas A&M University.  A Texas State Antiquities Permit will be required for the proposed survey work.  Dr. Alston Thoms, Director of the Center for Ecological Archaeology at Texas A&M University, will directly supervise the project.

Item Background:  Lick Creek Park was part of a larger land tract originally purchased by the City of College Station in 1981.  The boundaries of the 515 acre park were finalized in 1986.  The City Council approved the Lick Creek Park Master Plan in February 1998.  A total of $440,000 was approved in the 1998 bond issue for the development of Lick Creek Park.  It is anticipated that Texas Parks and Wildlife Department matching grant funds will be requested to aid in development costs.  Veterans Park and Athletic Complex has a total of $2,120,000 for Phase I development from 1998 bond funds.  Design of Phase I will begin in the fall of 1999.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  The inventory and survey work will be completed in two projects. The costs for each site are -


Lick Creek Park
$27,463


Veterans Park and Athletic Complex
    9,209  



$36,672

Funds are available for both projects from 1998 general obligation bond funds.
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of a service contract with the Texas Engineering Experiment Station for Cultural Resources Inventory/Surveys of Lick Creek Park and Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve the resolution.

2. Disapprove the resolution and provide further direction to staff.

Supporting Materials:

1. Services Contract  #00-004 with the Texas Engineering Experiment Station for Cultural Resource Inventories and Surveys.

