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Item:  Consideration and possible action on a contract with Texas A&M College of Architecture for the development of an easement layer in the City’s Geographic Information Services (GIS).

fillin 
Item Summary:  Funding was appropriated in FY 2000 for the creation of an easement layer in the City’s GIS.  This agreement with the Texas A&M College of Architecture will assist the City in coordinating its easement data and putting the data on electronic form.

The GeoInformatics Studio (CARC-GIS) is an integrated educational and research laboratory administered through the College of Architecture at Texas A&M University.  Projects such as this are viewed within the College as an important component for building these skills, both for the individual student and the College in general.

CARC-GIS will use research already conducted by the City as well as provide additional research at the Brazos County Courthouse for the development of an easement layer in the City’s GIS.  The City will provide CARC-GIS an ESRI Advanced Macro Language (AML) application that will be the "data entry vehicle” for the individual easements.  The final deliverable product will be the creation of layers (themes) in the City’s GIS containing individual easements taken from paper metes and bounds descriptions and filed plats for easements located within the city limits.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  The project will be accomplished on a per hour basis with a not to exceed amount of $48,000.  $60,000 was budgeted in FY 00 budget.  Hourly rates are as follows:

Registered Landscape Architect
$45 / hour

GIS Specialist
$45 / hour

Research Assistant
$35 / hour

Graduate Research Assistant
$20 / hour

Student Technician
$11 / hour

Fees will be applied toward salaries, transportation, travel, training, equipment purchase and maintenance, supplies, and other costs related to the project.  The City will provide CARC-GIS $5,000 in start-up funds upon the successful signing of the attached agreement.  The $5,000 will be provided as a credit toward the project and upon completion of work on the project performed in FY 00.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve contract.

2. Reject contract.

3. Renegotiate contract.

Supporting Materials:
1. Contract with Texas A&M College of Architecture.
