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Item:  Consideration and possible approval of a resolution supporting the College Station Soccer Club’s application for grant funds from the United States Soccer Foundation.  These funds would be used to install lighting on four (4) of the soccer fields to be constructed at Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.

fillin 
Item Summary:  The College Station Soccer Club is seeking grant funds from the United States Soccer Foundation for the purpose of lighting four (4) adult soccer fields that will be constructed as part of Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.  The bond funds approved for construction of the park will be used as the required matching funds.  The request to the United States Soccer Foundation will be between $250,000 and $300,000, depending on final cost estimates and the final grant configuration that the College Station Soccer Club will prepare.  The budget for the park contains funding for lighting two (2) soccer fields.  If the grant is approved, the current funding for lights would be used to build additional soccer fields.

The City will own the lights.  If the grant is approved, the College Station Soccer Club will furnish the money to the City to purchase and install the lights.  This provides some advantage by involving the volunteer agency in the grant request.  The City does not know if the grant will be successful, and if it is, how much will be awarded.

Item Background: The successful 1998 Bond Issue provided $2,120,000 for design and construction of Phase I of Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.  O’Malley Engineers was approved by the City Council for design services for Phase I during the meeting on October 28, 1999.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  Funds are available in the current CIP budget to begin the design and construction of the first phase of park facilities.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the resolution supporting the College Station Soccer Club’s grant application to the United States Soccer Foundation for grant funds to light four (4) soccer fields at the new Veterans Park and Athletic Complex.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve the resolution.

2. Reject the resolution.

Supporting Materials:

1. Resolution.
