Consent Item #11.13


Agenda Item Cover Sheet

fillin 
Regular Item




Xfillin 
Consent Item




fillin 
Workshop Item







Item Submitted By:
David Massey, Electric Division Manager




Council Meeting Date:
October 28, 1999fillin "For Councit Meeting of:"




Director Approval:
John Woody, Director of Public Utilitiesfillin "Director Approval"




City Manager Approval:
fillin "Executive Member Approval:"






Item:  Consideration and possible action on an ordinance amending Chapter 9, Section 9-F 

of the Code of Ordinances of the City of College Station, eliminating the requirement for subdivider costs upon request of underground service. 

fillin 
Item Summary:  This ordinance will eliminate the existing requirement for subdivider 

charges when underground electric service is requested in a subdivision.  Presently, the developer pays 20% of the cost of installation for underground electric service.  A rural residential subdivision served by College Station requires the subdivider to pay 40% of the cost of installation for underground electric service. 

Item Background:  It was very common in past years for all electric utilities to charge an additional cost of installation fee for underground electric service.  Underground service was considered a premium service at the time.  However, technology and operating practices have narrowed the cost difference between overhead and underground construction to almost zero.  In fact, many subdivisions cannot be practically built into with overhead service, thus making underground service the desirable way to go.  Aesthetics has also driven utilities to encourage underground service where possible.  This ordinance will ease the obstacle of cost and encourage further use of underground electric service where practical.  The amount collected for underground cost of installation in FY99 totaled less than $100,000. 
Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the ordinance. 

Council Action Options:  

1. Approve staff recommendation.

2. Redirect staff.

Supporting Materials:
1. Amending ordinance.
