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Item:  Consideration and possible action on a contract for professional services with Arkitex Studios, Inc. for the City Hall Decompression and Renovation Project.

fillin 
Item Summary:  This contract is for Arkitex Studios to complete the following professional services:

1. Conceptual Design.

2. Preliminary Project Design.

3. Final Design.

4. Bidding/Evaluation.

5. Construction Observation.

Arkitex Studios has previously worked with the City of College Station on projects such as the College Main Parking Garage and the Utility Customer Service Building.  Because of the original involvement of Arkitex Studios in the preliminary design work on the Decompression Project, staff agreed that it would be more efficient to continue using Arkitex for the remainder of the project.

Item Background:  Staff began working with Arkitex Studios on the initial planning activities in December 1998.  The aim of these activities were to address how City Hall might provide some “decompression” of the various remaining departments within the existing facility.  At that time, OTIS, Print/Mail, Utility Customer Services, and MIS were preparing to move to their new facility on Krenek Tap Road.  Arkitex Studios determined an interim projection for space allocations and where each department would best be placed within City Hall.

At the end of April 1999, Arkitex Studios began work with each department to determine layouts that met the department manager’s needs.  This allowed them to arrive at final preferred plan layouts that reflected the existing wall layouts, demolition requirements, and new configurations.  Staff’s goal is to have the bid documents prepared by December, with the construction bid awarded in January 2000.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  The City budgeted $500,000 for the decompression project, which includes the architect/engineering fees, furniture and equipment needs, construction, and moving cables.  Funds are budgeted and approved in the FY2000 General Government Capital Project Fund.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends award of the professional services contract to Arkitex Studios, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $54,000.00.  This agreement extends an existing agreement and includes $12,928.40 already expended.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve staff recommendation.

2. Reject staff recommendation and redirect staff.

Supporting Materials:

1. Resolution.
2. Concept designs for City Hall Decompression.

