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Item:  Bid No. 98-75.  Consideration and possible action to renew the annual agreement for tree trimming and right of way clearing.  Staff recommends approval of renewal agreement with National Tree Expert Company for an estimated annual expenditure of $268,623.87.

fillin 
Item Summary:  This contract is for tree trimming and right-of-way clearing on and near electrical lines as needed throughout the year.  This service was originally bid in 1998 and the contract authorizes two renewals.  This is the first renewal of the contract.  It is anticipated that the City will renew this agreement again in October 2000.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  The original agreement was approved in October 1998.  This renewal is for the same terms, conditions, and prices as originally bid.  Funds are available and budgeted in the Electric Fund Operations Budget.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of renewal agreement with National Tree Expert Company for an estimated annual expenditure of $268,623.87.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve staff recommendation.

2. Reject renewal agreement and redirect staff.

