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Item:  Consideration and possible action on a recommendation to the Brazos County Commissioners Court on the appointment of a College Station representative to the Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District Board of Directors. 

fillin 
Item Summary:  On September 1, 1999, the legislation creating the Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District came into effect.  This legislation calls for the Brazos County Commissioners Court to appoint the temporary board of directors.  One appointment is to represent the City of College Station.  The Commissioners Court has asked that College Station make a recommendation to the court on their preferred appointment.

Item Background:  In December 1997, a study was completed to evaluate the long-term water supply for Brazos County and surrounding region.  It was determined that the existing groundwater supply would be sufficient until at least the year 2050.  However, the study also noted that it would be beneficial to manage the groundwater usage to ensure long term viability of the aquifer.  The 75th legislature passed the landmark water-planning bill, SB-1.  This legislation stated that the preferred method of groundwater management was through locally controlled groundwater conservation districts.  

In the spring of 1998, an effort was begun to create a groundwater conservation district that would include Brazos and Robertson counties.  A bill was drafted and was filed in the 76th legislature.  In a last minute move on the part of an influential Senator, all bills to create groundwater conservation districts were killed and a compromise bill was passed that created 13 temporary districts.  These districts unless ratified by the 77th legislature will dissolve on September 1, 2001.

This compromise legislation gave the county commissioners courts within the areas of the district the authority to appoint temporary directors.  Brazos County has elected to appoint 4 members from Brazos County.  The interests to be represented are the City of College Station, the City of Bryan, rural water suppliers, and the agricultural industry.  Robertson County will also appoint four (4) directors.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends the Council submit Bill Riley, the City’s Water and Wastewater Division Manager, to be named to represent College Station.

Council Action Options:

1. Appoint Bill Riley.

2. Appoint another representative.

3. Delay action.

