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Item:  Consideration and possible action to adopt an ordinance establishing a Municipal Court Technology Fee; providing for a severability clause; providing for publication and an effective date; and providing for an expiration date.

fillin 
Item Summary:  During the 1999 legislative session, the legislature authorized cities to adopt a fee that is added to each citation where a fine is assessed.  The fee may only be used to pay for technology needs of the municipal court and is to expire on September 1, 2005.  By approving the attached ordinance the council authorizes the judge to add the fee to fines assessed.  Those fees will be set aside for acquisition of technology, i.e., computer hardware and software, communications devices, etc., to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the court.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  The fee authorized is up to four ($4.00) per citation and would provide an estimated $80,000 to $90,000 per year.  The fee may only be used for technology to support the court but can offset other resources that would otherwise have been required to provide similar types of technology for the municipal court.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends adoption of the ordinance.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve staff recommendation.

2. Do not approve the ordinance.

Supporting Materials:
1. An Ordinance of the City of College Station, Texas, Establishing a Municipal Court Technology Fund; Providing for the Assessment and Collection of a Municipal Court Technology Fee; Providing for a Severability Clause; Providing for Publication and an Effective Date; and Providing for an Expiration Date.
