MEMORANDUM

________________________________________________________________________

DATE:

August 27, 1999

TO:

College Station City Council

FROM:
Jessica Jimmerson, Staff Planner

RE:

Reminder of the City Council’s Criteria for Granting or Denying a Permit

________________________________________________________________________

The following is excerpted from the City of College Station’s Ordinance #1916, “Regulations for the Exploration, Development, Production and Transportation of Oil, Gas and Associated Mineral Hydrocarbons.”  This is presented to Council since Oil and Gas permits are not a typical item that will be seen on an agenda.

“J.
CRITERIA FOR GRANTING OR DENYING PERMIT

1.
The Council shall review the application, PRC report, and any other related information.  The Council may require any change in the operations, plan, design, layout, fencing, screening, lighting, or other matters reasonably required by the public interest.  The Council may accept, reject, or modify the PRC recommendations in the interest of securing compliance with this ordinance, the City Code, and/or to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community.

2.
The following additional criteria shall be addressed by the Council:

a.
That the operations proposed are reasonable under the circumstances and conditions prevailing in the area.

b.
That the operations proposed are consistent with the health, safety, and welfare of the public when and if conducted in accordance with the permit conditions to be imposed.

c.
That the impact upon adjacent property and the general public of operations conducted in compliance with the permit conditions are reasonable and justified, balancing the following factors:

(1)
The rights of the owner(s) of the mineral estate to explore, develop, and produce the minerals.

(2)
The availability of alternate drill sites, both presently and at other times during the lease term.

(3)
The date of acquisition by the various owners of the surface and mineral estates.”

