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Item:  Consideration and possible action on exemption from competitive bidding LGC 252.022. (2) a procurement necessary to preserve or protect the heath or safety of the municipality's residents.  Staff requests ratification of additional underground utility line locates from Byers Engineering for $6,500.00, as required by State House Bill 2295.

fillin 
Item Summary:  This ratification is necessary to pay for line locate services to locate the City's underground electrical, water and wastewater lines as mandated by the Texas Underground Facility Prevention and Damage Safety Act (HB.2295).  This Act requires that any parties excavating in the ground must first call for line locates through a registered "One-Call" system.

The City receives these requests from the One-Call Center and is required to locate and mark the City's underground utility lines within a prescribed time frame (2 hours for Emergency Locates and 48 hours for Non-Emergency Locates).  On September 24, 1998, Council awarded this contract to Byers Engineering Services.  Since that time, staff has requested that the contract be increased by 25%, the maximum allowed by law.  This request is intended to authorize payment for locates that occurred prior to the new contract becoming effective on August 26, 1999.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  Additional expenditures to Byers Engineering Services for underground line locate services provided.  These additional funds are needed to offset the increase in the number of line locate requests received due to the increased amount of construction in the area and the Annexation and Utility Service Area "take-over" from the City of Bryan.  Funds are available and budgeted in the current electrical operational budget.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends Council ratification of additional expenditures for utility line locating services in the amount of $6,500.00 to Byers Engineering Services.

Council Action Options:

1. Approve staff recommendation of expenditures.

2. Reject staff recommendation and redirect staff.

