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Item:  Presentation, discussion, and possible action on projects eligible to receive Community Development Block Grant Public Facility funding, and Community Development program guidelines for affordable housing programs and the Façade Improvement Program.

fillin 
Item Summary:  Staff will briefly present information regarding possible projects eligible to receive CDBG Public Facility funding.  The total funding available is $363,776.  There are several possible projects, including:

· Lincoln Center park improvements;

· Reconstruction of Church Street from College Main to Wellborn Road; and,

· Sidewalks in the Tarrow Street area and University Drive.

Council will also have the opportunity to present questions and provide input and comments regarding the information that was provided during the workshop presentation on August 26, 1999.

Item Background:  The FY 2000 Community Development Budget included $363,776 in Public Facility funds for eligible projects that have not yet been identified.  Staff has previously presented information regarding possible projects.  Staff is also seeking Council input and comments regarding the program guidelines.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  Funds in the amount of $363,776 are available in the CDBG FY 2000 Public Facility activity.  The proposed improvements to the Lincoln Center W. A. Tarrow Park are estimated at $50,000, with 50% proposed from CDBG for additional sidewalks, benches, and security lighting in the park area, and 50% proposed from Parks Capital Projects to pay costs for additional improvements to the youth baseball fields.

Estimated costs for the Church Street project range from $241,000 to $561,000 (plus easement costs) depending on the construction options selected.  Funds may be available from street bond funds for sidewalks, economic development funds, and water/wastewater funds, in addition to any CDBG funds that the Council approves.

The estimated costs for the sidewalks included in the August 26, 1999, Council presentation total $79,680, plus easements and an additional expense of $18,600 (plus easements) for an ineligible area.  Two of the proposed sidewalks (north side of University Drive from Fox/Hound to Texas, and north side of Lincoln from Tarrow to Texas) were included in the City’s Sidewalk Master Plan (estimated cost of $52,680, plus easements).  However, these sidewalks were not projected to be completed in FY 2000.  Utilizing CDBG funds for these sidewalks will allow the City to have a more comprehensive project and provide CIP funds to complete one portion of one sidewalk (north side of Lincoln, from Tarrow to Munson) that is not located in a CDBG eligible area (cost is estimated at $18,600, plus easements).  Estimated cost of the two remaining sidewalk projects (west side of Tarrow, from University Drive to Lincoln for $20,160, plus easements; and west side of Churchill from Banks to Preston for $6,840, plus easements) would be 100% CDBG funded since neither is included in the Sidewalk Master Plan.

Related Advisory Board Recommendations:  The City’s Sidewalk Master Plan includes sidewalks on University Drive and Lincoln Avenue.

Council Action Options:

1. Discussion on proposed Public Facility projects and program guidelines.

