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Item:  Discussion and possible action on the Guidelines and Policies for the Neighborhood Partnership Program.

Item Summary: The Neighborhood Partnership Program aims to improve communication, encourage citizen participation and help formalize relationships between neighborhood associations and the City.  The program guidelines establish a process for registering neighborhood associations with the City.  This program will help establish ongoing communication with neighborhood groups and increase opportunities for collaboration.  Supporting existing neighborhood associations and assisting in the formation of new associations encourages citizen involvement and coordinates action toward addressing neighborhood concerns.

The policies included in this document are intended to promote a sense of shared responsibility and outline the roles of neighborhood groups and the City in this program.  They encourage residents to take action in their neighborhoods and City departments to collaborate with neighborhood groups regarding activities that affect them.  These policies promote an atmosphere of partnership between the City and neighborhood associations.

Item Background:  In July, a written report was submitted to the Council outlining the new Neighborhood Services program.  The Neighborhood Partnership Program is one of three initiatives described in the first phase and currently being implemented.

Budgetary and Financial Summary:  Operating costs for this program are included in requests for the 1999-2000 budget.

Related Advisory Board Recommendations:  The Neighborhoods Task Force has reviewed these guidelines and supports the program.

Staff Recommendation:  Staff recommends adoption of the guidelines and policies.

Council Action Options: 

1. Adopt guidelines.

2. Direct staff to make changes.

Supporting Materials: 

1. Guidelines and Policies for the Neighborhood Partnership Program.

